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dare not turn away from them if we believe
in our common humanity.

We see all over the world the chorus of
denial about our common responsibility for
the welfare of this planet, even though all
the scientists say that it is changing and
warming at an unsustainable rate, and all
great faiths have reminded us of our solemn
obligation to our earthly home.

Even more troubling to me, our dazzling,
modern world is witness to a resurgence of
society’s oldest demon, the inability to love
our closest neighbors as ourselves if they look
or worship differently from the rest of us.
Today, the Irish peace process is strained by
a lack of trust between Republican Catholics
and Protestant Unionists. In the Middle East,
with all its hope, we are still having to work
very hard to overcome the profoundest of
suspicions between Israeli Jews and Pales-
tinian and Syrian Arabs.

We have people here today from the In-
dian subcontinent, perhaps the most dan-
gerous place in the world today because of
the tensions over Kashmir and the possession
of nuclear weapons. And yet, when people
from the Indian subcontinent come to Amer-
ica, they do better than nearly anybody be-
cause of their family values, their work ethics,
and their remarkable capacity, innate capac-
ity, for absorbing all the lessons of modern
science and technology.

In Bosnia and Kosovo, Christians thought
they were being patriotic to cleanse their
lands of Muslims. In other places, Islamic
terrorists claim their faith commands them
to kill infidels, though the Koran teaches that
God created nations and tribes that we might
know one another, not that we might despise
one another.

Here at home, we still see Asians, blacks,
gays, even in one instance last year, children
at a Jewish school, subject to attacks just be-
cause of who they are. And here in Wash-
ington, we are not blameless, for we often,
too, forget in the heat of political battle our
common humanity. We slip from honest dif-
ference, which is healthy, into dishonest de-
monization. We ignore, when we’re all hyped
and in a fight, all those Biblical admonitions
we profess to believe: that ‘‘we all see
through a glass darkly’’; that, with Saint Paul,
we all do what we would not, and we do not

do what we would; that ‘‘faith, hope, and
charity abide, but the greatest of these is
charity’’; that God says to all of us, not just
some, ‘‘I have redeemed you. I have called
you by your name. You are Mine,’’ all of you.

Once Abraham Lincoln responded to
some friends of his who were complaining
really bitterly about politicians who would
not support him. And he said to them, and
I quote,‘‘You have more of a feeling of per-
sonal resentment than I have. Perhaps I have
too little of it. But I never thought it paid.’’
Well, we know it doesn’t pay. And the truth
is, we’re all here today because, in God’s
timetable, we’re all just like Senator Mack
and me. We’re all term limited.

In my lifetime, our Nation has never had
the chance we now have to build the future
of our dreams for our children, to be good
neighbors to the rest of the world, to live
out the admonition of all our faiths. To do
it, we will have to first conquer our own de-
mons and embrace our common humanity
with humility and gratitude.

I leave you with the words of a great prayer
by Chief Seattle. ‘‘This we know: All things
are connected. We did not weave the web
of life. We are merely a strand in it. And
whatever we do to the web, we do to our-
selves.’’

May God bless you all.

NOTE: The President spoke at 9:05 a.m. in the
International Ballroom at the Hilton Washington
Towers. In his remarks, he referred to Judge
Richard S. Arnold, U.S. Court of Appeals, Eighth
Circuit, Little Rock, AR.

Statement on Senate Confirmation of
Alan Greenspan as Chairman of the
Federal Reserve Board
February 3, 2000

I am pleased that the Senate has con-
firmed the nomination of Alan Greenspan for
another term as Chairman of the Federal Re-
serve Board. Chairman Greenspan’s wise and
steady leadership has inspired confidence
here in America and around the world. He
has made a truly remarkable contribution in
helping lead our Nation to the longest eco-
nomic expansion in history. I look forward
to continuing the productive and appropriate
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relationship that my administration has en-
joyed with Chairman Greenspan and the
other excellent members of the Federal Re-
serve Board in working to extend this era of
American prosperity. I am hopeful that the
Senate will move quickly to confirm the other
two nominees to the Federal Reserve Board
as well.

Message to the Senate Transmitting
the Romania-United States Treaty on
Mutual Legal Assistance in Criminal
Matters

February 3, 2000

To the Senate of the United States:
With a view to receiving the advice and

consent of the Senate to ratification, I trans-
mit herewith the Treaty Between the Gov-
ernment of the United States of America and
the Government of Romania on Mutual
Legal Assistance in Criminal Matters, signed
at Washington on May 26, 1999. The report
of the Department of State with respect to
the Treaty is enclosed.

The Treaty is one of a series of modern
mutual legal assistance treaties being nego-
tiated by the United States in order to
counter criminal activities more effectively.
The Treaty should be an effective tool to as-
sist in the prosecution of a wide variety of
crimes, including terrorism and drug traf-
ficking offenses. The Treaty is self-executing.

The Treaty provides for a broad range of
cooperation in criminal matters. Mutual as-
sistance available under the Treaty includes
taking the testimony or statements of per-
sons; providing documents, records, and
items of evidence; locating or identifying per-
sons or items; serving documents; transfer-
ring persons in custody for testimony or other
purposes; executing requests for searches
and seizures; assisting in proceedings related
to immobilization and forfeiture of assets,
restitution, and collection of fines; and any
other form of assistance not prohibited by
the laws of the Requested State.

I recommend that the Senate give early
and favorable consideration to the Treaty and
give its advice and consent to ratification.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
February 3, 2000.

Remarks at a Reception for
Jane Harman
February 3, 1999

The President. Let me begin by saying
that I’m really here for Sidney. We are run-
ning—we are running on the same ticket this
year. We’re trying to get elected to the Con-
gressional Spouses’ Caucus. [Laughter] He’s
my guy, and I’m with him until the end of
time, so here we are.

I want to thank Representative——
Audience member. Can’t see you.
The President. Yes, can you see me now?

I’ll step in. How’s that?
Audience member. Thank you.
The President. Good. You never saw

Jane; she actually was here. I wasn’t—[laugh-
ter]—you may all think I mimed all those
previous speeches.

I want to thank Nancy Pelosi and Brad
Sherman, and Congressman Baca for being
here, and all those who were here before to
show their support for Jane. I want to thank
my good friend, Molly Raiser. I think—Skye
was reminding me—I think the fundraiser
I had in this house in 1992 was the very first
one I had outside my native State of Arkan-
sas. So we’re all heavily indebted to this won-
derful home and its occupants.

I want to say that I’m profoundly honored
to be here tonight, because Jane Harman is
exhibit A of why the Democratic Party is now
the true majority party in the United States.
She represents a very difficult district, and
she is proof you can be pro-family and pro-
work. She’s proved you can be pro-environ-
ment and pro-growth. She’s proved you can
be pro-labor and pro-business. She’s proved
that all the things that Republicans used to
say about us, that they made votes and got
elected time after time—and there are a lot
of people in here, including Gerry Ferraro,


